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SUBJECT: CARAMANLIS CHIDES DOMESTIC PRESS IN 
ADDRESS TO FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . LAST EVENING (DEC 8), THE FOREIGN PRESS ASSOCIATION 

IN ATHENS CELEBRATED ITS 60TH ANNIVERSARY. PRIME MINISTER 
CARAMANLIS LED THE PARATED OF PROMINENT GOG OFFICIALS, FOREIGN 
DIPLOMATS AND OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE. AS THE HONORED GUEST. 
CARAMANLIS DELIVERED SOME SUCCINCT AFTER-DINNER REMARKS ON 
HIS VIEWS OF THE ROLE OF THE PRESS IN A DEMOCRACY. 

2. THE PRIME MINISTER PRAISED THE MEMBERS OF THE FOREIGN 
PRESS ASSOCIATION FOR THEIR ' OBJECTIVE AND OFTEN COURAGEOUS 
INFORMING OF WORLD OPINION” DURING AND AFTER THE JUNTA, AND 
TOLD THEM THEY HAD ASSISTED IN THE RESTORATION OF DEMOCRACY 
TO GREECE. HE THEN TURNED TO WHAT HE DESCIRBED AS THE 
"CRUCIAL ROLE" OF THE PRESS IN THE POLITICAL SECTOR, 

ESPECIALLY IN A DEMOCRACY. AND WHILE HIS TONE REMAINED 
LIGHT THROUGHOUT, IT SOON BECAME CLEAR THE REST OF HIS 
MESSAGE WAS DIRECTED AT THE NOTORIOUSLY IRRESPONSIBLE GREEK 
DOMESTIC JOURNALISTS. 

3. CARAMANLIS SAID THAT TRUTH WAS A BASIC VIRTUE OF 
DEMOCRACY, AND THAT AN OBJECTIVE PRESS WAS ESSENTIAL SO 
THE PEOPLE COULD BE INFORMED IN MAKING THEIR DECISIONS. 
NEVERTHELESS, TO BE OBJECTIVE THE PRESS MUST BE FREE; 

THUS, HE CONTINUED, THE INTERDEPENDENCE BETWEEN THE 
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PROMINENT EXPERT ON PUBLIC AFFAIRS (SOME WONDERED IF 
THE EXPERT WERE NOT CARAMANLIS HIMSELF) AS SAYING 
"SOLVE THE PROBLEM OF THE PRESS FOR ME AND THAT WILL 
SOLVE THE PROBLEM OF DEMOCRACY.” THE PRIME MINISTER NOTED 
THE DIFFICULTY IN DETERMINING THE BOUNDARIES BETWEEN 
FREEDOM AND THE ABUSE OF FREEDOM, THE SECOND OF WHICH 
HE CLAIMED LEADS TO THE DEATH OF DEMOCRACY. IN 
CONCLUSION HE EMPHASIZED THE NEED FOR A "FREE". BUT 
ALSO A "SOUND". PRESS, DEFINING THE LATTER AS A PRESS 
WHICH ENLIGHTENS AND GUIDES THE PUBLIC WITHOUT PREJUDICE. 
END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

4. COMMENT: IN PRIVATE PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS HAS 
ON OCCASION LET IT BE KNOWN THAT HE SEES THE 
IRRESPONSIBILITY OF THE GREEK PRESS AS ONE OF THE 
GREATEST THREATS TO HIS ATTEMPTS TO ESTABLISH A 
FUNCTIONING DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM IN GREECE THAT WILL 
ENDURE. HOWEVER, WHILE BEMOANING THIS IRRESPONSIBILITY, 

HE HAS AT THE SAME TIME STAUNCHLY DEFENDED THE 
NECESSITY OF THE PRESS AS AN INSTITUTION IN A DEMOCRATIC 
SOCIETY. THE DILEMMA, AS HE POINTS OUT, IS HOW TO 
FOSTER OBJECTIVITY IN THE FOURTH ESTATE, AN INSTITUTION 
WHICH IN GREECE HAS RARELY HAD AN OPPORTUNITY IN THE 
PAST TO PRACTICE IN AN OBJECTIVE MILIEU. 

END CONFIDENTIAL. 
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